    Kinship Care Allowance

	[bookmark: _Hlk164239581]Age
	Weekly Allowance 

	Fortnightly Payment Run

	0 – 4
	£191.13
	£382.26

	5 – 10
	£222.35
	£444.70

	11 – 15
	£304.79
	£609.58

	16-18 – 
only for Looked After and 
YP on a KCO if remaining in school)
	£304.79
(Finance deduct an amount if YP is working)
	
£609.58

	18 – 21 Continuing Care payment 
Paid earlier if YP opts into CC earlier
	£119.24 flat fee
(nothing deducted)
	
£238.48




	Child Benefit 
from 6th April 2026
Automatically changed by Finance
(Two child limit now removed)
	Per week
	4 weekly/Yearly

	1st child
	£27.05
	£108.20/£1406.60

	2nd child +
	£17.90
	£71.60/£90.80

	Scottish child payment 
From 6th April 2026
	£28.20 not deductible 
	£112.80/£1,466.40



· Kinship Carer is not eligible for Child Element of Universal Credit if child is LAC.
· Child benefit to be deducted whether Kinship carer has applied or not
· Child benefit individual income threshold allowance £60,000 for 26/27
· Household Income Threshold for s.11 Allowance (KCO), following Kinship Procedures = Net income top of Grade K currently £57,914
· S.11 Allowance – No payments once child is 16 unless they stay in school (no other education is applicable).  Then payments continue until they leave school.  Continue to pay until August, then if they leave, stop payments and there will be 2 weeks’ overpayment.
· All kinship payments paid under s.22 except KCO which is under s.50.  
· s.22 = “child in need” NOT for accommodation/maintenance (remember this when Kinship carer is applying for the child benefit

· Approved Kinship carers where the child is LAC – 4 extra payments 
Birthday (1 week), Christmas (1 week), Summer (2 weeks)
· Kinship Allowance disregarded as income in relation to new Scottish Child payment.
· For Kinship carers on Universal credit and eligible to claim the child element-
The two child limit is removed from 6th April 2026
First child, born before 6th April 2017, =£351.88
First child, born on/after 6th April 2017 or subsequent children = £303.94
Disabled children – additional payment lower rate £164.79 and higher rate £514.71 per child per month.
**Please note Universal credit is paid in arrears**

Advice from Alison Gillies, CPAG, when Universal Credit changes each month: 
“The logic of this is to work out what proportion of the maximum UC they have received each month during the 6 month period. 
Then, for each month, apply that proportion (%) to the maximum child element 
(£351.88 a month for oldest child 2026/27) to work out what amount they actually received for the child during that month. Then work out an average from that.”
