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This nomination pack contains all the relevant material to support the submission of an individual’s nomination to stand as a candidate for a position on a community council.

The following documents are enclosed:

· Nomination Form
· Nomination Form Instructions
· Notice of Withdrawal
· Frequently Asked Questions
· A list of Falkirk’s Community Councils
· Boundary Map of Falkirk’s Community Council areas

Nominations should be lodged at the Election Office, 4 Central Boulevard, Larbert, FK5 4RU no later than 4.00 pm on date indicated on the Notice of Election.  Forms can be submitted by email to elections@falkirk.gov.uk.  Further details will be issued to candidates following completion of the nomination process.
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	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Postcode:
	

	Tel. No.:
	

	Email:
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	I consent to my nomination as a candidate for membership of:

_______________________________________________ Community Council.


	Signature
	

	Date
	



Notes:

1. The Nominee, Proposer, and Seconder must be registered electors shown on the current electoral roll for the area of the Community Council concerned.  Any enquiries in this regard should be referred to the Election Office or email elections@falkirk.gov.uk.

2. If the candidate wishes to be described by a name by which he/she is commonly known as rather than the name on the electoral roll (e.g. Ian instead of John) he/she should indicate this (e.g. John (commonly known as Ian) Smith).

3. If more nominations are received than there are places on the Community Council, a postal ballot will be held on a date to be determined by the Returning Officer.

4. In the event of an election, details of each candidate will be distributed to electors in the Community Council area alongside your Statement of Candidature.  Your statement should be no more than 150 words in length and should not contain reference to political affiliation, direct or otherwise.
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	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Postcode:
	

	Tel. No.:
	

	Email:
	

	
I nominate ________________________________________ to be a member of 

_______________________________________________ Community Council.


	Signature
	

	Date
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	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Postcode:
	

	Tel. No.:
	

	Email:
	

	
I nominate ________________________________________ to be a member of 

_______________________________________________ Community Council.


	Signature
	

	Date
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Please provide a statement of candidature of no more than 150 words.  This is your short-written declaration to confirm you are seeking the role and introducing yourself to voters to encourage support for your candidacy.

Falkirk Council statement on data collection - https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/privacy/privacy-notices-people-communities/community-councils 

Name of Nominee:

STATEMENT
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Details of Nominee
Provide your Full Name, Address, Postcode, Telephone Number and Email Address. This will allow the election office to contact you if there are any issues with your form.

* Remember you must be on the electoral register for your Community Council area to be eligible to stand for election.

Acceptance of Nomination
You must fill in the details of the Community Council and sign and date in the box provided.

Details of Proposer
This is the details of the person who is proposing you as a candidate.  They should fill in this section.  They must also be registered electors on the electoral register for the Community Council area and they must also sign the form at the bottom of this box.

Details of Seconder
This is the details of the person who is seconding you as a candidate.  They should fill in this section.  They must also be registered electors on the electoral register for the Community Council area and must also sign the form at the bottom of this box.

Statement of Candidature
This information will be used if there are more nominations than places available on the Community Council.  If this happens, the council will conduct a postal ballot and will provide information on all candidates who have put themselves forward. 

You should use this space to provide information about yourself and your reasons for wanting to become a Community Councillor.
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FALKIRK COUNCIL
COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTION

I, __________________________________________________________ of 

(address) ____________________________________________________ hereby

withdraw my nomination as a candidate for election as a Community Councillor for

_________________________________________________ Community Council.


	Signature
	

	Date
	





Any candidate wishing to withdraw from nomination should submit this form, duly completed, before 12 noon on the seventh day after the close of nominations to the Returning Officer.

The Returning Officer
Community Council Election
Election Office
4 Central Boulevard
Larbert
FK5 4RU

Tel. : 01324 506110
Email: elections@falkirk.gov.uk
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What is the origin of Community Councils?
Community Councils were first established in law in 1974 and reinforced in 1994. They are the most local community-based tier of elected representation.

What is their purpose?
Their role is to ascertain in an active way the views of their communities in terms of local issues, needs and wishes and to convey those views to Falkirk Council. Community Councils should always act in a non-political and non-sectarian manner.

How do they convey the communities’ views to the Council?
Community Councils are consulted on planning and licensing applications affecting their area. They are also sent a wide range of consultative documents from the Council and other bodies. They hold their meetings in public to hear and discuss the views of the community and call special meetings to ascertain the views of their community on major issues. They may also take an active role in community events and heritage preservation.

How many Community Councils are there?
Out of a possible 23, there are 8 currently in operation. A complete list of Community Councils which are active within the Falkirk Council area is attached. 

How are the Community Councils made up?
Community Councils are elected (either opposed or unopposed) with the balance (approximately one third) coming from nominees from local organisations. This is to try and ensure as wide a cross-section of community representatives as possible. 

When are Community Council elections held?
Elections are held every four years.

How do you stand for Community Council election?
Nomination forms are available from Falkirk Council’s website or by emailing communitycouncils@falkirk.gov.uk. Candidates need to be registered voters in the community concerned and to have their nomination endorsed by a proposer and seconder, all of whom must also be voters registered in the community.

How do the Community Council elections work?
If there are more candidates than places in any Community Council, an election by postal vote will be held. Candidates’ statements (and photographs, if chosen) will be distributed with the ballot papers. Voters will be able to choose several candidates up to the number of elected members required. If the number of candidates equals the number of places, Falkirk Council will declare the candidates duly elected and a Community Council will be formed. If there are fewer candidates than places, Falkirk Council will require to exercise its discretion as to whether a Community Council is formed or the election is suspended to a later date. 

What support will I receive as a new Community Councillor?
If you are appointed to a Community Council that was active at the time of the last election, you can count on the support of those Councillors who may have served for some time. 

Following the elections, a welcome event for all our Community Councillors will be arranged. It is also the intention to provide a series of training evenings which will be open to all Community Councils. Each Community Council can apply for a grant from Falkirk Council which is used to cover administration costs – further information will be provided on this and other possible avenues for funding at one of the training sessions. 

An arrangement is also in place with the Council’s network of Advice & Support Hubs, where services such as photocopying can be accessed.

Can I find out more?
Yes – by contacting the Community Council Liaison Office on 01324 506110 or email elections@falkirk.gov.uk.
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	No. of Members

	Airth
	6

	Avonbridge and Standburn (not active)
	6

	Banknock, Haggs and Longcroft (not active)
	7

	Blackness and Area (not active)
	6

	Bo’ness
	10

	Bonnybridge (not active)
	8

	Brightons
	6

	Camelon, Bantaskine and Tamfourhill (not active)
	9

	Carron and Carronshore (exc. Skinflats) (not active)
	7

	Denny and District
	10

	Falkirk Central (not active)
	7

	Falkirk South, Hallglen, Glen Village and Lochgreen (not active)
	7

	Grahamston, Middlefield and Westfield (not active)
	8

	Grangemouth (inc. Skinflats)
	12

	Langlees, Bainsford and New Carron (not active)
	8

	Larbert, Stenhousemuir and Torwood (not active)
	11

	Lower Braes, Laurieston, Westquarter and Redding (not active
	7

	Maddiston (not active)
	6

	Polmont
	7

	Reddingmuirhead and Wallacestone
	6

	Shieldhill and California (not active)
	7

	Slamannan and Limerigg (not active)
	6

	Whitecross (not active)
	6



Boundary Maps - You can view the community council boundary areas on the Council’s GIS service here - Community Council Area Maps.
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